

















GERRIT KOUWENAAR
Fall, Bomb

120 pages, 45.000 words
original edition 1956, published by Cossee Publishers in 2023

Reminiscent of the famous Dutch all-time
classic The Evenings by Gerard Reve, Kouwenaar
movingly tells the outbreak of WWII from the
perspective of a teenager.

Gerrit Kouwenaar is one of the most famous and well-read
Dutch poets of the last century, with translations in many
languages. But also regular Kouwenaar-readers will be
surprised to discover him as the writer of a masterful piece
of fiction: the novella Fall, Bomb. He published the book in
the beginning of the fifties, before he made the decision to
continue with poetry.

Fall, Bomb is the story of the seventeen-year-old student
Karel Ruis in the maydays of 1940, when the Germans just
had invaded the Netherlands. His protected private life is
ripped apart when the war breaks out. He completes a secret
mission (the delivery of a letter to his uncle’s Jewish mis-
tress) and experiences a crush (on the woman’s daughter),
after which the future seems to hold only loss and loneliness.
Fall, Bomb captures the disillusion of the young protagonist
in a moving and convincing way. In interviews Kouwenaar
later expressed that the book was very close to his experience
and reflects the distress he felt at the outbreak of WWIL The
book is written with empathy, sensitivity, and intelligence
and strongly reminds us of famous Dutch all-time classic The
Evenings by Gerard Reve.

Gerrit Kouwenaawas one of
the most praised Dutch writers
of the second half of the twen-
tieth century. With his last big
collection, Totaal witte kamer
(2002), he completed his oeuvre.
On the 9™ of August 2023 it will
be a hundred years ago since
Gerrit Kouwenaar (Amsterdam,
1923-2014) was born.
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English sample available, part of
the 2023 ‘10 Books Highlights’
by the Dutch Foundation for
Literature



Gerbrand Bakker, The Hairdresser’s Son: French (Grasset), Spanish/Catalan (Rayo Verde), US (Archipelago), Com-
monwealth/UK (Scribe), Turkish (Metis), German (Suhrkamp), Italian (Iperborea), Hungarian (Libri Kiado)

Sander Kollaard, A Dog’s Day: German (Kanon), French (Héloise d’Ormesson), Shinchosha (Japanese), Next Wave
Media Corporation (Korean)

Michel Krielaars, The Sound of Utopia: Spanish (Galaxia Gutenberg), World English (Pushkin Press), Azerbaijani
(Alatoran)

J.M. Coetzee, Photographs from Boyhood: Italian (Contrasto Books), World English (Protea), Spanish (PRH Spain),
Japanese (Hakusui-sha), Simplified Chinese (Youth Press)

Dola de Jong, The Tree and the Vine: Swedish (Nilsson), Czech (Pistorius & Olsanskd), Spanish (Siruela), World
English (Transit Books), Italian (La Nuova Frontiera), French (Les Editions du Typhon), Polish (ArtRage)

Tobi Lakmaker, The History of my Sexuality: German (Piper), World English (Granta), Italian (Mondadori), Norwegian
(Aschehoug), Swedish (it-lit), Bulgarian (Janet 45), Serbian (Tredi trg), French (La Peuplade), Slovakian (Okraj Publish-
ing) and film rights under option

Eva Meijer, Animal Languages: German (Matthes & Seitz), World English (John Murray), French (Presses de la Cité),
Polish (Marginesy), Arabic (Dar Oktob), Turkish (Kaplumbaa Books), Finnish (Art House), Korean (Kachi Publishing),
Swedish (Weyler Forlag), Complex Chinese (Yeren Publishing House), Czech (Grada), Simplified Chinese (New World
Press), Japanese (Kashiwa Shobo), Italian (Nottetempo), Spanish (Random House Spain), Norwegian (Flux Forlag),
Greek (Kastaniotis)

Eva Meijer, Bird Cottage: Turkish (Nebula), German (btb), French (Presses de la Cité), World English (Pushkin Press),
Arabic (Kotob Khan), Polish (Marginesy), Swedish (Weyler Forlag), Simplified Chinese (New World Press), Czech
(Host), Croatian (Naklada Ljevak), Italian (Nottetempo), Spanish (Atico de los Libros)

Lize Spit, The Melting: World English (MacMillan), German (S. Fischer), Spanish (Seix Barral), French (Actes Sud),
Italian (E/0), Norwegian (Cappelen Damm), Danish (Rosinante), Czech (Host), Polish (Marginesy), Arabic (Madarek),
Catalan (Ara Llibres), Bulgarian (Janet 45), Hebrew (Tchelet Books), Greek (Metaixmio), Croatian (HenaCom), Hungari-
an (Jelenkor), Swedish (it-lit) and film rights (Savage Film, BE)

Toine Heijmans, Oxygen Debt: Italian (SEM), German (Mairisch), French (Belfond), Spanish (Acantilado)



Simone de Beauvoir — Les Inséparables (Editions de
LHerne, Paris)

Kristine Bilkau — Die Gliicklichen, Eine Liebe, in Gedan-
ken, Nebenan (Michael Gaeb, Berlin)

Christophe Boltanski — La Cache, Le Guetteur, Les vies
de Jacob (Editions Stock, Paris)

Giulia Caminito — acqua del Iago non e mai dolce
(MalaTesta, Milan)

J.M. Coetzee — Moral Tales, The Death of Jesus, The Pole
(Peter Lampack, New York City)

David Diop — Frere d’Ame, La porte du voyage sans
retour (So Far So Good Agency, Pau)

Alba Donati — La libreria sulla collina (The Italian
Literary Agency, Milan)

Lisa Fittko — Mein Weg iiber die Pyrenden (Carl Hanser
Verlag, Miinchen)

Milena Michiko Flasar — Oben Erde, unten Himmel
(Verlag Klaus Wagenbach, Berlin)

Jane Gardam — OId Filth Trilogy, Crusoe’s Daughter, God
on the Rocks, The Long Way from Verona, The Queen of
the Tambourine (David Higham, London)

Ayelet Gundar-Goshen — The Liar (The Israeli Institute
for Hebrew Literature, Tel Aviv), Relocation (Kein & Aber,
Ziirich)

Heike B. Gortemaker — Eva Braun, Hitlers Hofstaat
(C.H.Beck, Munich)

David Grossman — The Smile of the Lamb, Nina Knows,
Every Rimple Tells a Story, Lion’s Honey, There’s Never
a Moment Without a Cat (Deborah Harris Agency,
Jerusalem)

Michael Ignatieff — On Consolation (Westwood Creative
Artists, Toronto)

Karen Jennings — An Island (Agence Deborah Druba,
Paris)

Navid Kermani — Jeder soll van da, wo er ist, einen
Schritt niher kommen (C.H. Beck, Miinchen)

Margaret Laurence — The Stone Angel (New End,
London)

Carmen Maria Machado — In the Dream House (Neon
Literary, Arlington)

Emilienne Malfatto — Le colonel ne dort pas (2 Seas
Agency, Ojai)

Stefano Mancuso — Brilliant Green, Plant Revolution,
Travelling Green, The Nation of Plants, The Plan(t) of the
World (Giunti, Florence & Laterza, Rome)

Yoko Ogawa — The Memory Police, Mina’s March (Curtis
Brown, London)

Kathy Page — Dear Evelyn, Alphabet (Biblioasis, Ottawa)
Erich Maria Remarque — Die Nacht von Lissabon, Arc de
Triomphe, Liebe deinen Nichsten (Mohrbooks, Ziirich)
Fran Ross — Oreo (New Directions, New York City)
Mithu Sanyal — Identitti (Hanser Verlag, Miinchen)
Bernhard Schlink — Olga, Abschiedsfarben, Die Enkelin
(Diogenes, Ziirich)

Joachim Schnerf — Le cabaret des mémoires (Grasset,
Paris)

Olive Schreiner & J.M. Coetzee — From Man to Man or
Perhaps Only (adaptation rights, Peter Lampack, New
York City)

Lore Segal — Her First American, Other People’s Houses
(Cynthia Cannell Literary Agency, New York)

Nadia Terranova — Addio fantasmi, Trema la notte
(Malatesta/ILA)

Miriam Toews — Women Talking, All my Puny Sorrows,
Fight Night (Wylie Agency, London)

Dorothy West — The Wedding (The Knopf Doubleday
Group, New York)

Uwe Wittstock — Februar 33. Der Winter der Literatur
(C.H. Beck, Miinchen)

Oksana Zabuzhko — Najdovshe vidriadzhennia, Sestro,
sestro sdsd (Beata Stasinska Literary Agency, Warsaw)
Arnold Zweig — De Vriendt kehrt heim, Das Beil von
Wandsbek (Aufbau Verlag, Berlin)



Heks! Heks! Heks!

Tobias
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Waar ik liever
nietaan denk
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Stella Rieck, foreign rights
rieck@cossee.com

Elaine Michon, foreign rights
michon@cossee.com

Jonas Bal, rights assistant
assistent@cossee.com

Gerrit Kouwenaar
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Eva Cossée, publisher
cossee@cossee.com

Christoph Buchwald, publisher
buchwald@cossee.com

Martin van der Heide, editor
vanderheide@cossee.com

Uitgeverij Cossee
Kerkstraat 361
1017 HW Amsterdam
www.cossee.com /foreignrights
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